
Message from the President 

As I write this letter, we have just had a wonderful “Kick-Off meeting on Sunday, September 12th.  I 

know it is impossible for all of us to ever be in one place at one time, but hopefully we can stay con-

nected between our meetings and our wonderful Newsletter, created by Tamara Mead. 

I am pleased to report that our Silicon Valley Chapter won the American Harp Society “Chapter of the 

Year” Award, which was presented to us at the AHS Conference in Tacoma, Washington in June 2010, 

and accepted by Jessica Siegel, Western Regional Director of the AHS.  This was a great honor and also 

included a check for $350 to go into our new scholarship fund.  Our Vice-President, Martha Bailey, 

compiled a beautiful notebook of all our events and activities and was responsible for sending in the 

application form and materials.  Thank you, Martha, for your vision and hard work. 

We are also happy to have raised enough money to start a scholarship fund for deserving harp students 

in need of help.  The first award was presented to David Ren, a student of Sonya Yu, at the September 

12th meeting. 

You will also see a new logo for the Silicon Valley Chapter of the AHS on communications in the future.  

This logo was developed by Erica Wilson, the sister of our Treasurer, Karen Kueter.  Erica is a profes-

sional logo artist/designer.   

There are events in the planning stages for this upcoming year, and a partial list is included in this 

newsletter.  You will be notified of specific dates very soon.  There are many musicians who would like 

to come here and do concerts and master classes, so it is a matter of deciding what our budget can af-

ford.  We also welcome your personal input as to what kind of events you would like to have.  Our 

Harp Live (Performance Practice) was a great success last year and will continue!  Our Chapter harp 

ensemble concert (String Fever) was a success and many people have expressed the hope that we can 

repeat it this next March or April.  Please give us your feedback and watch for the next Newsletter with 

a calendar of events. 

I send my best wishes to all of you for a very good year ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Wood Rollo 
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Martha Bailey, SVCAHS Vice 

President, compiled this beauti-

ful notebook detailing all of the 

chapter’s events and activities 

during the 2009-2010 fiscal year, 

and was instrumental in the 

Chapter receiving the “Chapter of 

the Year Award”.  Martha also 

gave a presentation at the “Kick 

Off” meeting, explaining how we 

are each uniquely gifted individu-

als and we each contribute  our 

different talents and gifts to 

creating a beautiful bouquet in 

life.  She created this arrange-

ment as she spoke.  



David Ren was diagnosed as a 

high-functioning autistic child 

when he was four and a half 

years old. He could not focus 

his attention and could not 

complete simple tasks. His 

fine motor skills were so weak 

that he had a hard time hold-

ing a pencil, even with a spe-

cial grip. David began learning 

the harp at age eight, and thus 

began his journey of overcom-

ing his disability.  

Now 17 years old, David plays 

many other instruments as 

well as harp, including piano, 

flute, guitar and guzheng.  

Through his musical training, 

David has advanced his cogni-

tion and coordination.  He has 

performed on countless occa-

sions, including fundraisers 

and his own solo concert.  He 

is also good at Tai-Chi, Chi-

nese calligraphy, swimming, 

assembling Lego models, play-

ing video games, and cooking.  

Although David is not yet fully 

recovered from autism, his 

transformation serves as a 

reminder that hard work helps 

overcome any obstacle. 

David Ren                                                       by Sonya Yu, David’s teacher 

Silicon Valley Chapter Members Win Awards 

Madeline is home-schooled 

and studies harp with Linda 

Rollo.  Madeline also tied for 

first place for the Fatrock Ink 

Special Prize for the best per-

formance of a work written 

after 1900, with her perform-

ance of Absidioles by Bernard 

Andres. 

The First Prize winner of the 

Junior Division was Sunny 

Wu, age 13, from San Jose, CA, 

and Second Prize winner was 

Wesley Hsu, age 14, from 

Saratoga, CA.  Both Sunny and 

Wesley study with Linda 

Rollo. 

The 2010 Chinese Instrument 

International Competition 

World Cup USA took place in 

August 2010.  The first prize, 

gold medalist winner was 

Callie Ding of Saratoga, CA.  

Callie studies Konghou with 

Cui Junzhi and pedal harp 

with Linda Rollo. 

Jeremy Keppelmann was 

awarded a full scholarship to 

the Curtis Institute, where he 

will begin study this Fall.  His 

teachers will be Elizabeth 

Hainen and Judy Loman.  

Several of our young chapter 

members have won prestigious 

awards over the summer. 

The Young Artists Harp Com-

petition took place from July 8

-10, 2010 in Rabun Gap, GA.  

There were two divisions: Sen-

ior (Emerging Artist) Division 

(ages 11-19) and Junior (New 

Artist) Division (ages 11-14).  

Participants auditioned in 

April with a preliminary video-

tape, and the final rounds took 

place in Georgia. 

The First Prize winner of the 

Senior Division was Madeline 

Olson, age 15, from Ripon, CA.  
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David performed beautifully at the September 12th Kickoff event, 

where he was awarded the first SVCAHS Scholarship of $100, to help 

continue his studies. 

David Ren, first recipient 

of an SVCAHS Student 

Scholarship 

Madeline Olson performed 

Absidioles by Bernard Andres 

at the SVCAHS Fall Kickoff 



 

 

Your SVCAHS board is working to finalize dates for many events during the upcoming year.  We will continue to host 3 or 4  

“Harp Live” events, and hope to draw more participants this year.  Remember, you do not have to perform; you can participate 

by coming to hear others play.  You will always hear something new or learn something.  Most participants give some idea of the 

history of the piece or the composer or how they found the piece, or why they enjoy playing it.  And, if you do play, it does not 

have to be a polished performance!  Wonderful refreshments are served and harps are provided.  It is a great time to rekindle 

your harp spirit. 

We will again offer Student Education Sessions.  These are held one month apart and will happen during February and March.  

(Dates have not been set, as we are waiting to hear school schedules.)  However, space will be limited, so sign up early.  Forms 

will be ready soon.  SES will be held on Saturdays this year and are open to all ages and levels. 

We will again feature “String Fever”, our annual ensemble program.  We learned much from our experience last year.  It was 

great fun.  Please join us.  There will be music for you to play regardless of what level you are, or what kind of harp you play.  If 

you have any suggestions for performance pieces; either ones you already have arranged for multiple harps, or ones you would 

like to see played on multiple harps, please give your ideas to our President, Linda Wood Rollo.  This program is given to raise 

money for our Student Scholarship Fund. 

There will be other programs scheduled during the year as opportunities present themselves.  Please take advantage of what 

your chapter is offering and support the programs with your presence.  If there are programs you would like to see, please con-

tact Martha Bailey at litharp@aol.com with your ideas. 

For Sale:  Lyon and Healy Style 22, gilded and built in the early 1940’s.  It has a newer board and neck, replaced in the mid-1990’s.  

It has been very well maintained and is in excellent condition.  It has a rich, warm and mellow tone.  Asking $20,000 or best offer.  

Please call Kathleen Cook (831)462-0229 or e-mail her at notesfromtheheart@sbcglobal.net. 

For Rent:  Lever and pedal harps by Dusty Strings, Heartland, Salvi, etc.  Includes harp, tuning key, case/cover, electronic tuner 

with pick-up.  Contact Carol Holsinger at (650)326-3146 or carol@holsingerharps.com. 

Program highlights for the 2010-2011 year 

Member Classifieds 

Member News and Upcoming Events 

Kristal Schwartz Barlaan is offering several ensemble opportunities for students: 

1) After School Harp Ensemble, held Wednesdays 5-6 pm from Sept. 9– Dec. 15 at the Valley Christian Skyway campus, 100 Skyway 

Dr., San Jose, CA  This ensemble is open to junior high through adult students with one or more years of playing and strong note 

reading skills.  Participants will have the opportunity to perform with the school at the California Theater in December, an addi-

tional concert with Greg Buchanan in January, and enjoy learning with other harpists. 

2) Elementary Harp Class Fridays 2-3 pm from Sept. 10-Oct. 15 at the Valley Christian Elementary campus, 1450 Leigh Ave., San Jose.  

This class is for beginning young harpists, 2nd-5th grade, who want to learn in a group environment.  This group will also perform 

at the California Theater in December. 

3) String Ensemble for homeschooled musicians held various weekday mornings, at either Valley Christian campus, depending on 

grade. 

For a brochure and more information on these opportunities, contact Kristal at (408) 316-3365 or Kristal@angelic-harp.com 

A video featuring chapter member Kiana Lei Yap and the Valley Christian harp ensembles can be seen at :                        

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DlmtW-RDqQ, and a video of the Valley Christian Junior High and High School Strings and Harp En-

semble can be seen at www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLYcd76IEIA. 

Valley Christian Conservatory of the Arts is sponsoring a concert and master class by harpist, Greg Buchanan in January 2011.  More 

details available soon. 
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sored by our chapter, and the way they were 

chronicled and presented by Martha. 

Our new chapter logo, created by Erica Wil-

son, was unveiled at the meeting.  It depicts 

Our first event of the 2009-2010 fis-

cal year was held Sunday, September 

12 at the lovely Saratoga home of 

Linda Wood Rollo.  The kickoff 

event was very well attended.  Those 

present were able to hear David Ren 

perform and receive his $100 Student 

Scholarship from the SVCAHS.   

We were also able to view the beau-

tiful binder that vice-president Mar-

tha Bailey has compiled to chronicle 

the chapter’s events and activities 

over the past 12 months.  Linda Rollo 

shared the exciting news that our 

chapter had won the ‘Chapter of the 

Year” award  and $350 check from 

the American Harp Society.  This 

was a tribute to the quality and 

quantity of events that were spon-

a unique and beautiful, modern-

ized harp graphic superimposed 

on a round circle, suggestive of a 

silicon wafer. 

We were also able to hear per-

formances by Young Artist Com-

petition winners Sunny Wu and 

Madeline Olson.  Martha Bailey 

gave a lovely floral presentation 

of the uniqueness of each individ-

ual.  She was accompanied on the 

harp by Linda Rollo. 

Following the program, everyone 

was able to mingle and enjoy ex-

cellent refreshments, and the 

company of fellow harpists and 

harp lovers. 

Be sure to join us for our next event! 

*Thanks to Erica Wilson, graphic artist, 

for our new original logo design. 

www.ericawilson.net 

 

President                    Linda Wood Rollo         president@scvharp.org                  408-395-4327 

Vice President Martha Bailey     programming@scvharp.org       408-578-5104 

Treasurer                   Karen Kueter     treasurer@scvharp.org       408-737-1743 

Rec. Secretary            Jennifer Hurley              secretary@scvharp.org       408-354-5609 

Newsletter Tamara Mead     newsletter@scvharp.org       650-858-0331 

Membership Lynne Rovin     membership@scvharp.org       408-370-7728 

Website                   Krista Strader     kristaharp@mac.com       877-415-4277   

Directors-At-Large    Gwen Halterman,  Beverley Herz and Debbi Ricks    

Fall Kick Off Event 

We are building a new 

website, which will soon be 

found at 

www.siliconvalleyharp.org 

In the meantime, follow us 

on Facebook 

SVCAHS Board 

It’s a new fiscal year!  Time to renew your Silicon Valley Chapter 

AHS membership! 

The membership form is attached separately in this e-mail.  

Please print it out and send it in by October 4!  Feel free to pass 

along an extra copy to any harpist or friend of the harp who 

would like to join our chapter. 
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