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Message from the President
Dear Members of the Silicon Valley Chapter of the AHS:
We had a wonderful “Kick-Off” concert and reception with the Lipman Duo on September 24th. You will
read more about it in this Newsletter. Sebastien and Sayo played a great concert as the world-class artists they
truly are. The attendance was outstanding, and it was encouraging to see many Silicon Valley harpists that
have not attended our events in many years.
Our chapter is growing rapidly and in order for us to bring more concerts, it is important that you support us
with your membership. The membership fees are very affordable, and I encourage everyone to join and be
part of our Silicon Valley harp family. See the website for online membership application.
After the Holiday Season, we will once again have our Student Education Sessions (SES) in February and
March. Our new SES director, Sonya Yu, is working to find a way that each person can come and play and
not have to wait for so many hours. We will have assigned times and many new improvements. The next
Newsletter will give you all the information, but hold the dates of February 11 and March 10 .
th

th

Finally, I would encourage all of our members to join us in the String Fever Harp Ensemble concert on May
19 . Please contact me if you would like to play. The rehearsal and concert are on the same day, and extra
rehearsals are optional for anyone who would like them. It is an inspiring time for all of us to be together and
make music.
I want to thank Tamara Mead for continuing our wonderful and informative Newsletters and Krista Strader
for the state-of-the-art website she has produced for us. If you haven’t looked at it, be sure to go to
siliconvalleyharp.org!
th

With all best wishes,
Linda Wood Rollo, President

Save the Date!
String Fever Harp
Ensemble Concert
May 19, 2012

Student Education Sessions
February 11 and
March 10, 2012
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The Lipman Duo Concert
Review and photos by Bob Glaser
When a harpist attends a harp concert, there are common
expectations. You look at technique; you pay attention to difficult
passages. You may even, if only subconsciously, look for errors.
Sometimes, however, you attend a performance where the timing,
musicality, technique, and ensemble playing are so refined that you
notice something different: the actual music. The beauty, emotion, and
transforming quality of music that envelops the listener in an
experience. The concert by the Lipman Harp Duo was just such a
performance.
The Concert was a joint presentation of the Bay Area and Silicon
Valley Chapters of the American Harp Society. It was given at the
Immanuel Lutheran Church in San Jose. After brief introductions by
Linda Wood Rollo, Rev. Lynn Bailey, and Dominique Piana the
couple came out and introduced each work succinctly. The
performance began with the Largo from Partita No. 3 and the Bourée
from Partita No. 1 by J.S. Bach. It was an elegant and sonorous
performance where the rubato and dynamics were effective without
being harsh. The subtle interplay of polyphonic lines were nuanced. If
you closed your eyes, it seemed as if only one person were playing.
Following that was Grandjany’s famous Aria in Classic Style for harp and
organ in an arrangement for two harps that was played as if it had always been written for two
harps. This was followed by the beautiful and rarely heard (in recent years) “Wedding Day at Troldhaugen” by Grieg
from his Lyric Pieces for piano - a bucolic and programmatic piece that was Grieg’s forte. Following that was Fauré’s Berceuse.
This is not the more commonly heard Op. 16, often played on a solo flute or violin with harp accompaniment, but rather a
transcription of the Berceuse from the “Dolly Suite” for piano four-hands. At this point, I begin to notice that the works were so
effortlessly presented that the virtuosity, required by these and several of the subsequent works, became invisible.
The first half ended with the wonderful Sonatine by Damase. This is one of the two works in the program that were composed
originally for two harps. Damase’s fondness for using brief motifs for melodic material and constructing larger segments from
them is somewhere between Bach and Phillip Glass. Though the repetition is used often throughout his works, it takes a real
aesthetic approach to keep them from sounding like technical marvels or etudes meant for study and not performance. This is
where the aesthetic subtlety of the artists comes to the foreground and shows that simply playing the work correctly isn’t
sufficient. This is the kind of performance that I imagine a student and teacher sitting together listening and watching and the
teacher saying with gentle authority “That’s what I meant when I said that playing it correctly isn’t enough.”
The second half opened with Bach’s Toccata and Fugue in D minor. Probably one of the
most famous organ works written and most frequently performed as such. This was really
something to behold. To hear two people play as one. The performance was one done in
the romantic style that was popular in the first half of the twentieth century. Powerful
dynamic sweeps and rubato phrasing was used judiciously throughout. The most amazing
balancing act was in that there was never a moment where it became, or even
approached, schmaltz. The other wonder of this performance was as melodic lines
shifted from Sebastian to Sayo and back and then there would be moments of unison or
octave doubling between them, it sounded like one player. Perfectly timed music never
losing a millisecond of registration through any change of tempo no matter how slow or
quickly they came.
John Thomas’ Adagio from the Grand Duet followed. As the only other work that was
written for two harps, it is a sentimental and melancholy work, typical of the lush style
of the Romantic era. This music is very traditional in its use of harpistic writing, but
not excessive. It came across with the fluidity of emotion that only harps can provide.
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The next two works from the French school, though only 4 years apart when completed, were stylistically from two eras.
Debussy’s Rêverie, composed in 1890, is a beautiful example of French impressionism. Its atmospheric and programmatic
harmonies when performed with such musicality as the Lipman Duo possesses, allows one’s mind to fill with such lovely
imagery. Saint-Saëns “The Swan” from the “Carnival of the Animals” was composed only 4 years prior to the Rêverie and
yet it is a product of a classical style so dear to Saint-Saëns. Quiet and serene, it allowed the listener to continue in the same
emotional mood. This is a piece that I know well and their playing, again, was so seamless that it allowed me to simply bask
in the musical ripples in the water as a swan solemnly floats by.
Second to last in the program was Bernard Andrès, Le Jardin des paons (The garden of Peacocks.) Though the work is
modern, it was never inaccessible or unmelodic. The performance seemed to evoke a story and time that made you wish you
knew more of the story.
Lastly, the work “On Airs from Carmen”, most of the familiar themes from Bizet’s opera are presented in a straight-forward
and grand virtuoso manner fitting for the closing of such an incredible concert. Never treated as a mere crowd pleaser, the
Lipman Duo maintained a wonderful aesthetic without dampening the excitement of the work.
As a delightful encore for an already enthralled audience, was Mendelssohn’s “On Wings of Song”; served and accepted like
an extra helping of dessert after the finest of meals.
It is interesting to hear a duo that is so in sync with each other that you almost wished you could stand between them and
hear the lines of melody shift from one performer to the next. While at other times their performance made your mind
believe the sound was coming from one harp, only to be betrayed by the sight of two people playing. Any duet where the
pair are playing the same instruments are often the least forgiving; for the slightest inconsistency of timing, rhythm or
dynamics can appear as a glaring error. Nothing of the kind was evident here. Here was harp playing at its finest.
Most of the works on this program require a masterful harp technique. You never found yourself saying, “Wow, I can’t
believe they did that so flawlessly!” Instead, you find yourself mesmerized by truly beautiful music that should be the true
intent of the performance artist. I have no qualm with a showy performance but too often if it isn’t merely distracting, it is
intentionally done to shift focus away from mediocre performances that may be heartfelt but technically flawed or
technically perfect and soulless. There was no egocentric or flamboyant quality to the presentation of these works. They
were works that were best described as beautiful. A rare an astounding achievement in today’s world where, rarely, if ever,
does the performance supersede the performer.

Tiffany Iskander, 16, Performs on Asian Tour
Home schooled senior, Tiffany Iskander, a student of Sonya Yu, performed on an international tour to China and Taiwan
in July and August 2011 as a harp soloist with the Elite Little Angel Symphony Orchestra. She performed Mozart’s Flute
and Harp Concerto with Hou Yaning, a senior from Guangzhou, China. After 5 days of intensive rehearsals in
Guangzhou, the orchestra performed before thousands of appreciative listeners at the Nanjing Institute Concert Hall,
Yangzhou Concert Hall, Taichung Art Center and Taipei Art University Concert Hall, in addition to a large outdoor
concert in Guangzhou.
Tiffany has studied piano since age 4 and harp since age 11. She
is the 2 and 3 prizewinner, respectively, of the 2011 and 2010
United States Open Music Competition, and was awarded first
prize in the Greater Bay Area Talent and Performing Arts
Competition in 2008, 2009, and 2010. She has made two CD
recordings with Children’s Voices for Charity, with proceeds
benefitting InnVision and Doctors Without Borders. Tiffany
also plays harp for the San Jose Youth Symphony Philharmonic
Orchestra and the Polyphony Chamber Orchestra, where she has
been featured as a soloist. She is also a regular guest performer
with the South Bay Philharmonic.
nd
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Harp Live - Sunday, October 9 in Palo Alto
Our next “Harp Live!” practice performance gathering will be held this upcoming Sunday from 3:005:00 p.m. at the home of Tamara Mead, 940 Roble Ridge Rd., Palo Alto. All chapter members are
welcome to come and play a piece they are working on, or simply to come and listen to others play,
and enjoy the company of fellow harpists. There will be two concert grand harps, one Lyon and
Healy 85P and one Dusty Strings 36B square back lever harp, as well as a piano available for use.
Please view Google maps and note that there are a few parking places at the house, and additional
parking along Laguna Ave. For more information and directions, contact Tamara Mead at 650-8580331. This will be very informal and fun for everyone.

Student Education Sessions return in February/March
Student Education Sessions (SES) Chair, Sonya Yu, is busy making preparations for our third SES
event in February and March. These sessions have been very popular with students of all abilities for
the past two years. Students prepare two pieces to play before an adjudicator, who gives them
feedback about specific things to work on. They then return one month later and play the same
pieces again, as well as an additional piece. A theory exam of the performer’s choice in levels is also
part of the sessions. Participants receive a lovely certificate from the AHS upon completion of the
two sessions.
Sonya is streamlining the process to make it more convenient for students and their parents this year,
and prevent long periods of waiting. The adjudicators have not yet been announced, so stay tuned

3rd Annual String Fever Concert set for May 19
The SVCAHS will hold its third annual String Fever Harp Ensemble Concert on Saturday, May 19,
2012. The venue will again be Immanuel Lutheran Church in San Jose.
Chapter members of all abilities are encouraged to participate, as we will provide music of varying
levels of difficulty for both lever and pedal harpists. The main rehearsal will be earlier in the day on
May 19, but there will be opportunities for practice in small groups in the weeks leading up to the
performance.
If you are interested in playing, please contact Linda Wood Rollo at president@siliconvalleyharp.org.
If you performed with us last year and still have your music, please contact Martha Bailey at
litharp@aol.com and let her know which numbered copies you have.

Student Scholarships Available to Chapter Members
The SVCAHS maintains a student scholarship fund to help aspiring harpists accomplish their
musical dreams. Students with special financial needs are encouraged to apply for a scholarship to
assist with upcoming harp events and preparations. Applicants should provide the following
information: 1) Name, 2) Address, 3) Telephone, 4) E-mail address, and 5) A description of your
financial need, your family support, and for what purpose the funds would be used. Please tell us
why you would like scholarship assistance and what are your goals as a harpist. Send this
information to Linda Rollo, Chapter President, president@siliconvalleyharp.org.
4
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Upcoming Harp Events
Saturday, October 8, 7:30 p.m., Sonora, CA. Dan Levitan solo harp concert. Contact Janet Telford,
program coordinator, jtelford829@gmail.com, (209) 928-5874 or (209) 222-0855 if interested in
attending. Program will include Grandjany’s Aria in Classic Style, Mozart’s Piano Sonata in C Major, K
545, transcribed for harp, Faure’s Impromptu, Opus 86, and the first movement of Handel’s Concerto in B
flat. It may include additional pieces by Debussy, Massanet, Handel and J.C. Bach.
Saturday, October 15, 7:30 p.m. Regent’s Theater, Holy Names University, Oakland. Ann Hobson
Pilot, Harpist, in concert with Tai Murray, Violinist. Concert is now sold out.
Saturday, October 15, 8:00 p.m., Sunday, October 16, 3:00 p.m., Monday, October 17, 8:00 p.m.
Dan Levitan performs with the Santa Rosa Symphony: Prokofieff’s Love of Three Oranges and
Stravinski-Petrouska.
Sunday, October 16. Carol Holsinger and Bob Fonda, harps, with California Pops Orchestra.
“Hooray! For Hollywood”. Calvary Church, Los Gatos.
Saturday, October 22, 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, October 23, 2:30 p.m. Dan Levitan performs StravinskiPetrouska with Symphony Silicon Valley.
Saturday, October 22, 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 23, 2:00 p.m. Triskela Harp Trio – North
meets South – with guest “Il Mio Divas”. Soper-Reese Community Theatre, 275 S. Main St., Lakeport.
www.soperreesetheatre.com. Tickets $20 general admission, $22 reserved. Box Office: (707) 2630577. Concerts feature Celtic and Latin harp music on a variety of traditional harps. Il Mio Divas is a
group of a cappella singers of Renaissance-era madrigal songs. The October 23 concert will feature a
special presentation: “History of the Harp” from 1:15 – 1:35 p.m.
Friday, October 28, 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 29, 8:00 p.m. Dan Levitan performs with the U.C.
Berkeley Orchestra. Liszt’s Les Preludes, Saint Saens’ Dance Macabre, Strauss’ Also Sprach Zarathustra.
Friday, October 28 7:00 p.m. through Saturday, October 29, 11:00 a.m. Women’s’ Dream Quest at
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California St. San Francisco. Music by the Labyrinth by Diana Stork and Portia
Diwa. www.veriditas.org/programs/women.shtml
Sunday, October 30, 3:00 p.m. Students of Linda Wood Rollo in recital. 15735 Peach Hill Rd.,
Saratoga, CA 95070. Public welcome.
Sunday, November 6, 3:00 p.m. and Tuesday, November 8, 7:30 p.m. Dan Levitan performs with the
Marin Symphony in Mahler’s Symphony No. 1.
Saturday, November 12, 8:00 p.m., Sunday, November 13, 3:00 p.m., and Monday, November 14,
8:00 p.m., Dan Levitan performs with the Santa Rosa Symphony in a beautiful new work, The Promise
of Time.
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Wednesday, November 16, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Portia Diwa’s New CD release: “Ocean Song”. Concert
and Celebration. Institute for Health and Healing, 2040 Webster St., San Francisco. Tickets $15-20,
available at the door, beginning 5:30 p.m. RSVP: (415) 600-1584 or ihhclasses@sutterhealth.org. More
information at www.cpmc.org/services/ihh/classes/harp.html
Saturday, November 19, 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 20, 2:00 p.m. Dan Levitan, harp, and Rebecca
Pollock Ayers, flute, perform with Philharmonia Healdsburg at the Raven Theater, 115 North St.,
Healdsburg. 707-433-6335.
Friday, December 2, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Triskela at Grace After Hours. Sacred and Celtic music by the
Labyrinth. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California St., San Francisco. Free. Donations Welcome. Begin the
winter season in a sacred and reflective way by walking Grace Cathedral’s indoor labyrinth by
candlelight, accompanied by Triskela’s enchanting harp music. 415-749-6300.
congregation@gracecathedral.org. www.veriditas.org/programs/grace.shtml.
Saturday, December 3, 4:00 p.m. Los Altos United Methodist Church, 655 Magdalena Ave., Los
Altos. Harpeggio Music and LAUMC present their annual holiday harp concert. The program will
include a festive selection of traditional carols, classical music, and a variety of holiday music. Also
featured will be harp solos and ensembles, including Harpeggio’s studio ensemble of more than twenty
harps. Guest artist will be Natalie Cox, principal harp of the Oakland East Bay Symphony. For more
information and tickets, contact Stephanie at (4008) 366-8810 or events@harpeggio.com. Proceeds go to
Harpeggio Music to help support studio activities, including this annual concert.
Saturday, December 3, 7:00 p.m., Mission Dolores Basilica, San Francisco, and Sunday, December 4,
5:00 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Orinda. San Francisco Lyric Chorus performs Saint-Saëns
Oratorio with organ, harp and strings, and Jesu Carols by Stephen Paulus for harp and chorus. Krista
Strader, harp. More information available at www.sflc.org.
Saturday, December 3, 7:30 p.m. Triskela Annual Holiday Concert. St. Stephen’s Church, 3 Bayview
Ave., Belvedere, CA www.ststephenschurch.org. Enjoy Christmas and Holiday music, interlaced with
original, Celtic, and Latin harp music performed on a variety of harps.
Tuesday, December 6, 2011. 6:00-7:00 p.m. Bay Area Youth Harp Ensemble and Triskela – World
Music for the Holidays. Koret Auditorium, San Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin St. San Francisco.
www.multiculturalmusicfellowship.org, http://sfpl.org/
Sunday, December 11, 2011. Bay Area Youth Harp ensemble and Triskela at the Great Dickens
Christmas Fair and Victorian Holiday Party. Cow Palace Exhibition Halls, 2600 Geneva Ave. San
Francisco. Tickets and info: http://www.dickensfair.com.
Saturday, December 17, 7:30 p.m. Triskela and members of the Bay Area Youth Harp Ensemble.
World Music for the Holidays – Annual Solstice harp Concert. Isis Oasis, 20889 Geyserville Ave,
Geyserville. 707-857-4747. info@isioasis.org, http://isisoasis.org/ Dinner/overnight packages
available.
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Classified Ads
For Sale: Lyon and Healy Style 22, gilded and built in the early 1940’s. Newer board and neck, replaced in the
mid-1990’s. Very well-maintained, excellent condition. Rich, warm, mellow tone. Asking $17,000 or best offer.
Call Kathleen Cook (831) 462-0229 or notesfromtheheart@sbcglobal.net.

For Sale and/or Rent: Contact Sonya Yu at (408) 666-7899 or musicA2G@yahoo.com:
1. Prelude by Lyon and Healy, #809, in Walnut finish. $3500.
2. Troubador VI by Lyon and Healy, #9301 (09/2006), in Natural finish. $3500. Like new.
3. Folk, 34 strings, by Lyon and Healy, #3025 (04/2002), Emerald Green w/ Deco. $2000.
4. Folk, 34 strings, by Lyon and Healy, Red w/ Deco. $2000.
5. Aida, 34 strings, by Salvi. #26133 (2005), in Walnut finish. $2500.
6. Style 85 Petite, 40 strings, by Lyon and Healy. #14920 (06/2003). Mahogany finish, straight sounding
board, w/ deco, used for teaching only. $8000.
7. Diana, by Salvi, in Natural finish (yellowish because of aging). $20,000.
8. 85E, 46-string, by Lyon and Healy (2004). Mahogany finish. #15872. $14,000.

For Sale: Lyon and Healy Style 23, natural. Like new, comes with trunk. Has been regulated in past by Mike
Lewis. Owner unable to play harp due to arthritis. Good price. Contact Eve Wolf at (707) 542-2068 for more
information.

Holiday Harps – A charming gift for all your friends and family who deserve more than a card! This beautiful
little full color 50-page book features over 40 photographs of precious miniature ornaments of harps and other
musical instruments, with Words of Warmth, Wisdom and Peace for the season
and throughout the year. Only $15/book. Pick up a copy at your local harp
store, or contact Diana Stork for copies, shipping prices and special discounts
for larger orders: dianastork@harpdancer.com.

Valley Christian Conservatory classes are open to young harpists looking
for various orchestra and ensemble experience. Classes are available for
elementary through High School age students. For more information on
classes, contact Kristal Barlaan, Kristal@angelic-harp.com. 408-316-3365.

Life-sized angel harpist on exterior of Gaudi’s
Sagrada Familia cathedral, Barcelona, Spain
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It’s time to renew your
membership!
A membership form is attached
with this e-mail and can also be
found on our website at
www.siliconvalleyharp.org
Please return by October 15 to
stay on our e-mailing list!

SVCAHS is proud to be
a member of the Silicon
Valley Arts Coalition
www.svarts.org
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